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February 18th Meeting 

Incident Mirror Technique 

  Location:   WebEx Meeting 

  Time:  11:30am-1:00pm 

  Fee:  Free 

 

Speaker: Mr. Dave Rebbitt, MBA, CRSP, CHSC, CTech, CD, CEO 

of Rarebit Consulting 

 

Dave Rebbitt is the CEO of Rarebit Consulting, offering consulting 

services throughout Canada. With over 30 years of experience in 

health and safety, he has managed safety departments for many 

large companies, building and implementing several management 

systems. 

 

He is the most published author on safety in Canada publishing blogs, 

books, and peer-reviewed safety articles in international journals. His 

books, Effective Safety Committees (2018) and Harassment and 

Workplace Violence Investigations (2020), are unique in Canada and 

offer the only practical guidance in these areas. 

 

This presentation will look at incident causation analysis to evaluate 

incident investigations using the Incident Mirror Technique, which 

allows managers to quickly validate investigations and causal 

relationships. 

 

Please RSVP for the meeting at our website. 

https://pensacola.assp.org/ 
 

You will be sent an invite for the WebEx meeting for registering, or 

can find the link in the distribution email. 
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IH Corner 

Dust Collector Explosions 
A dust collector is a closed vessel that is 

full of dry particles, which makes it ripe 

for an explosion. The collector holds 

four out of the five elements required for 

an explosion: fuel (the dust), oxygen, 

confinement, and dispersion. The fifth 

element is the ignition source. 

 

An explosion usually begins when a 

suspended cloud of combustible dust is 

present in high concentration inside the 

collector. As the fan draws in large 

volumes of air, an outside spark or 

ember can be sucked into the collector 

and collide with the dust cloud under 

pressure, triggering an explosion. The 

source of the spark may be a production 

process, an ignition source drawn into a 

dust capture hood or a static electricity 

discharge from improperly grounded 

equipment nearby. 

 

These performance-based design options 

are provided in Chapter 5 of NFPA 654 

– Standard for the Prevention of Fire and 

Dust Explosions from the 

Manufacturing, Processing and Handling 

of Combustible Particulate Solids and 

NFPA 69 – Standard on Explosion 

Prevention Systems. Here are the top 

four: 

 

1. Explosion Venting- The most used 

method. When the dust inside the 

collector combusts, pressure increases. 

The explosion vents are forced open, 

allowing pressure and flame front to exit 

in a safe direction. 

 

2. Explosion Isolation Valves- They are 

installed in the inlet ducting to create a 

mechanical barrier that keeps the 

explosion flame and pressure from 

traveling through ducts into the process 

area. Normal airflow keeps the flap plate 

open. But if an explosion occurs, the 

pressure wave forces the flap closed, 

containing the flames and smoke. 

 

3. Integrated Safety Monitoring Filter- It is installed on the top of a 

dust collector to act as a flame front barrier. If there is an explosion in the 

dust collector, the filter keeps the dust in the collector, preventing the 

flame front from entering the workspace. 

 

4. Flameless Vents- Installed over a standard explosion vent to 

extinguish the flame front as it exits the vented area, stopping it from 

leaving the device. This allows use of conventional venting indoors 

where it otherwise could endanger personnel or ignite secondary 

explosions. You still must establish a safe area around the flameless vent 

due to the release of pressure and dust/gases. 

 

Need a good IH? 

Matthew Parker, MS, CIH, CSP, ARM 

470-636-1960 

 
Membership Benefits 
ASSP is where OSH professionals find a vibrant community, one that 

helps them grow professionally through education, networking and 

advocacy for the profession. Through our member communities, ASSP 

connects OSH professionals across all industries, genders, generations 

and ethnicities, and enables them to engage with one another on a global 

scale.  Safety Education and Training, Safety Publications, Career 

Support, Safety Advocacy, Safety Standards, Student Resources, Member 

Recognition.  If you need some hints on convincing your boss, click here.  

https://www.assp.org/membership/benefits-qualifications/employer-

justification 

 
Open Call for Speakers 
We are seeking suggestions, ideas, recommendations, proposals, hints, 

etc. for speakers for the ASSP meetings.  Please contact us with your 

thoughts! 
 

Newsletter Information 
Please forward this newsletter to any other in the chapter area that might 

be interested. If you wish to be added to our mailing list, please email 

mario.crocetti@gmail.com  

 

Membership Information 
Ready to join? You can apply online: 

https://store.assp.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/Join-ASSP 
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Jobs 

http://jobs.assp.org/ 

https://jobs.bcsp.org 

http://www.ehscareers.com 

https://pensacola.assp.org 

 

If you have an opening at your 

organization you would like to share 

with the chapter and have posted for 

members to view, let Mario Crocetti or 

Matthew Parker know. Openings will be 

shared with ASSP Pensacola Chapter 

members prior to being shared to the 

chapter website or LinkedIn page. 

Future Meetings: Third 
Thursdays 
Mark these dates on your 
calendars NOW! 

 
March 18, 2020 
OSHA Update 
Francisco J. Garcia, Compliance 
Assistance Specialist, DOL-OSHA 
Mobile Area Office 

Tallahassee Meetings 
Attention Tallahassee Members. We will 

be holding supplemental meetings at 

your end of the Chapter territory this 

year.  We will try to do a full chapter 

meeting there, but at a very minimum 

will do a local meeting for you to 

facilitate local networking. If you know 

a location for the meeting or have an 

idea for a speaker or topic, contact 

Matthew Parker or Mario Crocetti. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo of the Month 

 
 Stretch and flex shouldn’t apply to elevated work 

platforms. 

Safety Groups Applaud New OSHA COVID-19 

Guidance 
The Department of Labor announced on Jan. 29 that the Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has issued stronger worker 

safety guidance in an effort to help employers better identify risks that 

could lead to transmission of COVID-19.  

 “Protecting Workers: Guidance on Mitigating and Preventing the 

Spread of COVID-19 in the Workplace” provides updated guidance 

and recommendations. 

“It’s encouraging to see a heightened commitment to protecting 

workers across all industries,” said ASSP President Deborah Roy. “It’s 

critical that we create environments in which businesses can operate 

safely during this challenging time. Stronger federal guidance brings 

us closer to the end of this devastating pandemic.” 

The National Safety Council (NSC) also expressed its support for the 

new guidance noting that “for nearly a year, NSC has been urging the 

federal government to provide employers with a road map for handling 

the pandemic. We are grateful to see this support come through, and 

we are reassured it will be updated as developments in science, best 

practices and standards warrant.” 

NSC created SAFER: Safe Actions for Employee Returns last April 

and has been offering businesses much-needed guidance, tools and 
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solutions to help them navigate the 

many safety risks that arose as a result 

of the pandemic including a COVID-

19 Organizational Vulnerability 

Assessment tool and a vaccine strategy 

framework. 

OSHA stressed that a coronavirus 

protection program is the most 

effective way for employers to reduce 

the spread of the virus. The guidance 

includes essential elements such as 

conducting a hazard assessment, 

identifying control measures to limit 

the spread of the virus, adopting 

policies for employee absences that 

don’t punish workers for staying home 

and implementing protections from 

retaliation for workers who raise 

concerns. 

NIOSH to Host 
Respirator Training and 
Fit-Testing Webinar on 
Feb. 16 
NIOSH’s National Personal Protective 

Technology Laboratory (NPPTL) will 

hold an hour-long webinar on 

elastomeric half-mask respirators 

(EHMRs) in healthcare settings on 

Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 2 p.m. ET. The webinar, “Assessment of 

Elastomeric Respirators in Healthcare Delivery Settings: Just-in-Time 

Elastomeric Training and Fit Testing (JET FIT),” will present findings 

from a NIOSH-initiated study intended to examine the requirements 

for hospitals to rapidly fit-test and train staff in EHMR use. 

Presenters from NIOSH and Wayne State University will cover topics 

such as how healthcare workers in the study were rapidly fit-tested and 

trained, the feasibility of the training and fit-testing, and the means of 

assessing the participants’ competency. The speakers will also 

compare the results collected by Wayne State University at the Detroit 

Medical Center with results from other study sites. 

According to NPPTL, EHMRs are reusable respirators that may be 

worn in healthcare settings and may supplement the supply of 

disposable respirators for healthcare workers. 

“Understanding how hospitals can quickly switch over to EHMRs 

during a crisis, such as a pandemic, is critical to understanding how to 

implement and use these respirators,” NPPTL says. 

Interested individuals can register for the webinar with NIOSH. 

Quote of the Month 
 “Safety applies with equal force to the individual, to the family, to the 

employer, to the state, the nation and to international affairs. Safety, in 

its widest sense, concerns the happiness, contentment and freedom of 

mankind." 

– William M. Jeffers, former President, Union Pacific Railroad Co. 

(1946)
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